Provider Sample Correspondence
 

Dear Representative/Senator  XX:

 

I am writing to ask for your support to maintain the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) per child funding at $2575 in order to ensure continued high-quality programs Florida voters envisioned. With anticipated growth and potential funding reductions, Florida could become the largest program in the nation with one of the lowest rates for per child spending.

The House and Senate PreK-12 Appropriations committees have proposed reductions in VPK per child funding of nearly 15% while most areas of the K-12 budget were held harmless or only reduced by less than 1%. As a Florida small business owner and dedicated family advocate, I ask that you carefully consider the implications of VPK budget reductions to my business, the impact to the families I serve and the children we prepare for kindergarten.  I appreciate the difficult decisions the legislature is making this session, but ask that you also consider the difficult decisions I might face if the proposed reductions become effective. The reductions will be damaging to my business and will negatively impact the families, children we serve and our local economy.  

 

To offset this reduction, it has been proposed that the ratio be increased to permit 24 children in one classroom with two teachers. It is important to understand that due to space limitations, most facilities would not be able to accommodate 24 children in a classroom based on the state’s licensing restrictions.  This means that the substantial reduction would impact VPK providers’ ability to meet the high quality standards and may mean that we cannot afford to participate in the VPK Education Program. 

 

I am proud to offer VPK and hope I can continue to offer this valuable service to families in my community.  With the support of the legislature and a commitment to children, we can ensure that every four-year-old in our great state is given the opportunity to learn and thrive. 

 

Thank you for the hard work you do for our businesses and families in Florida.

 

Sincerely,

 

